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Our friend and colleague Steve Adam passed away on 
June 5, 2008, in Los Altos, California. Many of us had the 
joy and delight of working with Steve and socializing with 
Steve and Edie over the past few decades at conferences 
and in the society�s AdCom. The following paragraphs 
were written by some of Steve and Edie�s friends.

�I have known Steve since the beginning of the nineties. 
Although he was a Hungarian electrical engineer, as I am, I 
learned of him only through the IEEE. We had our � rst of long 
talks when I got involved in the organization of IMTC/2001 
in Budapest, then in the AdCom of the IMS. We made the 
presentation of the venue and organizing for the Board of Di-
rectors in 1996, in Brussels. I clearly remember how we were 
scared to death undertaking something of this scale. Then, 
Steve came to us and offered his help. From that time on, we 
always counted on him, be it the conference preparation, 
budgeting, organization of a local IEEE section, or urging col-
leagues to become active in the IEEE. He was friendly, open, 
and helpful. He was a � xed point in our lives. Since he was 
brought up in Hungary, his gestures, thinking and associa-
tions were so familiar to us that he could let us immediately 
understand what he wanted. Besides, he spoke clean Hun-
garian, so all this happened in our mother tongue. 

We always admired his energy. He had surgeries more 
complex than any of us would ever have. He accepted ev-
erything naturally. When he lost most of his eyesight a few 
years ago, we thought: how sad, we are losing him. Then he 
reappeared, walking a bit uncertainly (he really did not see 
much), but he came and participated in discussions with 
more energy than we ashamed youngsters ever had. 

He has been an example for us. We will very much miss 
him.�

�IstvÆn Kollar

�Not only was Steve a major pillar of the Society, he 
was also a remarkable person. I remember him telling Bob 
and me that his of� ce was right between the of� ces of Bill 

Hewlett and Dave Packard. I remember the horror story of 
Steve smuggling his students out of Hungary during the 
1956 revolution�crawling through the mud in the dark of 
night? And how they all made it! 

Steve and Edie were the perfect couple; warm, fuzzy, 
crazy, funny and caring.�

�Leslee C. Myers

�Steve�s deeds and actions were examples of his good 
character and had a positive in� uence on others. A promi-
nent 20th-century philosopher and theologian�s two ques-
tions are answered in the following paraphrase. �Steve was 
not only for himself and he knew he was a contributor.� 

We wish his beloved Edie, his family, and his many 
friends and bene� ciaries of his deeds joyful memories.�

�Bernie Gollomp

�While Steve had a superb technical resume and history, 
his recounting of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution struck 
me as a shining example of courage and sacri� ce during 
extremely oppressive conditions. Steve related some of his 
experiences in the Hungarian Revolution to me during a 
two-hour layover in the Denver airport in April 2003.

He was caught up almost by accident in the days of pro-
test and street � ghting in 1956 during the futile attempt to 
oust the Soviets from Hungary. As a young professor, Steve 
was headed to the university to teach one day when a mas-
sive crowd of protesters swept across a bridge into his path, 
some of his students in the crowd urged him to join them. 

As he remembered those days, one of the � rst things he 
told me was that even during the chaos that had begun, the 
Hungarian people acted with integrity toward one another. 
When the windows of bakeries were broken, people would 
take the bread and cakes from the store displays but would 
leave money to pay for what they took, and other people 
coming in after them did not take the money. 

Steve quickly rose to a position of leadership in the 
uprising. He recounted how they learned a weakness of 

Steve with Emil Petriu and Edie at IMTC 2005 in Ottawa.

In Memoriam
Steve Adam
February 28, 1929 – June 5, 2008

Authorized licensed use limited to: IEEE Xplore. Downloaded on December 20, 2008 at 04:28 from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply.




